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SUB J : FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR EISAKU SATO 
REF: (A) STATE 127668 (B) TOKYO 7253 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SUMMARY. GOJ CABINET AND LDP DECIDED JANUARY 3 TO HOLD 
NATIONAL FUNERAL, RANKING SLIGHTLY BELOW STATE FUNERAL, FOR LATE 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER SATO. PRESS SPECULATES IT MAY BE HELD 
JUNE 16 REPEAT JUNE 16. END SUMMARY. 

1. WE HAVE PROVIDED FONOFF WITH QUESTIONS CONTAINED REF A. 

AS SOON AS ANSWERS ARE RECEIVED, WE WILL CABLE THEM TO YOU. MEAN- 
WHILE FONOFF HAS NO OFFICIAL INFORMATION FOR US. 

2. ACCORDING TO NHK AND AFTERNOON PRESS JUNE 3, HOWEVER, 
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"NATIONAL FUNERAL" (KOKUMIN-SO) FOR EISAKU SATO. PRESS SPECULATED 
THAT THIS FUNDERAL MAY BE HELD AFTERNOON OF JUNE 16 REPEAT JUNE 16 
AT MARTIAL ARTS HALL (BUDOKAN) IN TOKYO, SITE OF 1967 STATE FUNER- 
AL FOR FORMER PRIME MINISTER YOSHIDA. 

3. AFTERNOON PRESS JUNE 3 ALSO CARRIED SCHEDULE OF UNOFFI- 
CIAL REPEAT UNOFFICIAL FUNERAL SERVICES AS FOLLOWS: 

JUNE 3 - PRIVATE WAKE AT SATO RESIDENCE IN TOKYO 7-9 PM 

JUNE 4 - PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE AT SATO RESIDENCE 
NOON TO 1 PM WITH CREMATION THEREAFTER 

JUNE 5 - PUBLIC WAKE AT HIGASHI HONGANJI 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE 6-8 PM 

JUNE 6 - PUBLIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT SAME TEMPLE 1-3 PM. 

4. COMMENT. NATIONAL FUNERAL IS WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN 

POSTWAR PERIOD, BUT IT APPEARS TO CORRESPOND WITH "CABINET FUNERAL" 
MENTIONED REF B. FALLING SLIGHTLY BELOW LEVEL OF STATE FUNERAL. 
ALTHOUGH REASONS FOR "NATIONAL FUNERAL" DECISION NOT YET CLEAR, 
MAIN FACTOR MAY HAVE BEEN GOJ DESIRE TO AVOID NECESSITY OF DIET 
APPROVAL- AND POSSIBILITY OF UNSEEMLY DEBATE- WHICH WOULD HAVE 
BEEN REQUIRED FOR STATE FUNERAL. JSP SOURCE, FOR EXAMPLE. TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT OPPOSITION PARTIS WOULD HAVE OPPOSED STATE FUNERAL 
FOR SATO. 

HODGSON 
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